
A. P. EUROPEAN HISTORY SUMMER WORK: METEA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL, 2015-2016 
“The more you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.” - Dr. Seuss 

Questions? 
Email:  Mr. Richard Kurek at richard_kurek@ipsd.org, Mr. Aaron Lewis at Aaron_Lewis@ipsd.org, or  

Mrs. Susan Fuhrer at Susan_Fuhrer@ipsd.org  

In preparation for your "journey" through A. P. European History, you will be required to complete both Part I and Part II of this assignment.  

For Part I, you must read and complete the essay for: A Book of Choice 

For Part II, you can choose one of the three options below  

Additional Notes – Do your own work! Don’t plagiarize or copy 

THE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT—PART I AND PART II—IS DUE ON the 2nd day of school (Friday August 21st)  

The “journey” to become an AP Europhile begins with the summer work . . . 

Look for your books early—DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE! Not finding a book is not an acceptable excuse for not completing your 
summer work. 

Check the Aurora and Naperville Public Libraries for your selections. 

Suggested Book Stores: Anderson’s Bookshop in Naperville, Borders, Barnes & Noble, Amazon.com, Abebooks.com 

During the first week of class, all students will participate in integrated discussions of the summer reading selections. 

ESSAY REQUIREMENTS: Your essay must demonstrate that you read the entire book and follow the criteria below:  

ᾛ 2 pages in length but not more than 3 (pts. will be taken off if longer than 2 pages) 
ᾛ have a clear introduction 
ᾛ have well-developed paragraphs 
ᾛ have MLA citations (examples from readings for support; cite page #’s) 
ᾛ be typed 
ᾛ be double-spaced 
ᾛ be proofread 
ᾛ be written in third person (no first person - “I”) 
ᾛ be in a standard 12 pt. font (standard margins) 
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PART I:  BOOK OF CHOICE 
Read one of these books of choice and incorporate your answers to the following questions described below in your essay. 

Essay 
1. Is your selection non-fiction or historical fiction?
2. What do you perceive to be the THEME that the author intended to convey to the reader?
3. ANALYZE the THEME you chose and connect it to your selected book.
4. Explain the HISTORICAL CONTEXT in which this book occurs (Medieval Europe, Renaissance, French Revolution, Napoleonic Era, World 

War I or II, etc.). Be sure to cite several examples from THROUGHOUT the book.
5. Give a brief, personal EVALUATION of your selected book.

A.P. EUROPEAN HISTORY PART II BOOK SELECTIONS FOR 2015 

As Above, So Below: A Novel of Peter Bruegel by Rudy Rucker (very useful for AP Exam) ISBN-13: 9780765304049 

Out of the Flames by Lawrence and Nancy Goldstone (really cool book as well) ISBN–13: 978-0767908368  

COMPONENT A - WATCH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING FILMS (OR TWO IF YOU WISH) 

1) Henry V (1989): A forerunner of the New Monarchs portrayed by one of the greatest talents to ever propagandize
for Monarchy, the "New Monarchs" and the emerging unity of the new Nation States. Notice the many short
speeches by "ethnic minorities," once enemies, now supporters of the King.

2) Messenger: The Story of Joan of Arc (1999) This is the most recent and very admirable version of a popular story.
3) El Cid (1961): The fabled Spanish hero Rodrigo Diaz (a.k.a. El Cid) overcomes a family vendetta and court intrigue to defend 

Christian Spain against the Moors.

4) Luther (2003): During the early 16th Century idealistic German monk Martin Luther, disgusted by the materialism in the church,
begins the dialogue that will lead to the Protestant Reformation.

Writing component for FILMS: Complete the following analysis in a typed/organized 2 page document. 

Do your own work! Don’t plagiarize or copy 

Title of Film: 
Date Released: 
Main Actors: 
Director: 
Setting: 
The Plot: In a single paragraph, summarize the main plot of the movie…do not just summarize IMDB.com

(plagiarism) 

THEN ANSWER THESE IN MULTIPLE PARAGRAPHS: 
Relationship to history: Were there any characters based on real people? Who were they and were they 

treated with historical accuracy? Were there any real events (battles, migrations, laws, etc.) How 
does this movie relate to AP European History? 

Evaluation: Give an evaluation of the film. Be specific. What were the strengths and weaknesses of the 
movie? Evaluate the actors. Were any performances outstanding? Inadequate? Were there 
places where the plot was vague, too slow, or too fast? What would have made the film 
better? Would you recommend the film to a friend? An enemy??  



COMPONENT B - GO WITH YOUR FRIENDS! 

SITE VISITS AND/OR HISTORICAL FILM ANALYSIS 
- Must Choose Only ONE from Each Section 
- Make sure you complete the correct writing component for each. 

FROM SECTION I 

1. The Bristol Renaissance Faire (http://www.renfair.com/bristol/) or
2. Medieval Times (http://www.medievaltimes.com/)

Writing component for SECTION I: 2 pages total 
Write a 1 page reflection of your experiences and what you learned 
about the era, life and culture of the people during either during the 
Middle Ages or Renaissance.  On a second page develop 4-5 interview 
questions and then ask them to at least one of the characters.  Record 
their answers and then draw conclusions about life during this era.  

**Submit a picture of yourself at your site visit and the ticket stub with your paper. 

FROM SECTION II 

1. Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center (https://www.ilholocaustmuseum.org/) Student ID = Discount.
a. We strongly encourage you to do a GUIDED TOUR.

Writing Component for HOLOCAUST MUSEUM:  
Write a 1 page reflection of your experiences and what you learned about the rise of the Nazi party, 
the persecution of the Jews, and “The Final Solution.”  Make sure you watch the film on genocide at 
the end of your tour.  
**Submit a picture of yourself at your site visit and the ticket stub with your writing. 

2. The Art Institute of Chicago  (http://www.artic.edu/)
a. Look for Renaissance, Baroque, Rococo, Romanticism, Impressionism, & Cubism pieces
b. Get proof that a docent helped you find your selections and/or discussed a painting with you!

Writing Component for the ART INSTITUTE: (See sample chart on the MVHS Summer Work website.) 
Summarize your experience AND FIND AT LEAST ONE PIECE OF ART PER ARTISTIC STYLE at the 
museum and complete the chart that compares each of these artistic styles in these five categories: 

Title of Artwork and Painter’s Name and Year
Use of Color 
Historical Connections 
Mood/Tone 
Author’s Purpose (Theme) 

**Submit a picture of yourself at your site visit and the ticket stub with your writing. 
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AP EURO Summer Assignment

2 pages in length

Citations (MLA)

Typed

Name: _____________________________________________________  Period: ________

Introduction  ___10 pts

____Introduction is well developed. It provides an accurate summary and gives the reader a clear sense of the rest of the 
paper.  Language is clear, word choice precise and organization is sophisticated.     9/10

____Introduction is developed with some gaps.  Summary is present and there are connections to the rest of the paper.  
Language and word choice are appropriate and there are indications of organization.7/8

____Introduction lacks development.  Summary is vague or not evident and the connections with the rest of the paper 
are weak.  Language and word choice do not indicate an understanding of the material and there are issues with 
organization.       6/5 or lower

Double-spaced

3rd person

12 pt. font

Paragraph Development    ___10 pts

____Paragraphs are well-developed and organized.  Sentence structure is sophisticated and it helps the reader 
comprehend the content.  The paragraphs make clear connections with the historical context of the work citing 
examples.  The paragraphs also are consistent with the theme and that theme is developed throughout the paper. 
Citations make substantial contributions to the paper.9/10

____Paragraphs are developed and there is some organizational elements.  Sentence structure is appropriate.  
Connections to historical context are present with some gaps and adequate cited examples.    There is evidence 
within the paragraphs of the theme. Citations support the overall intent of the paper.         7/8

____Paragraphs lack development.  Organizational and sentence structure interfere with comprehension.  
Connections to historical context are weak with few to no cited examples.  Indications of theme are weak or 
vague.  Citations are weak, brief or don’t connect well with the overall intent of the paper.       5/6 or lower

Part I:  Book 

Part II:  Site Visits      

1 page

Ticket Stub

Picture

Cultural Connection

Part II:  Films

Film Facts

Plot/  (1Paragraph)

Strong relationship to history
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Part III: In-class Discussion  ___10 pts
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Total Score ______50 pts.

___10 pts

___10 pts
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