
Live with integrity

 Metea Valley is alive and well, thanks 

to the combined efforts of students, 

staff, and community members. We 

worked for the past year to develop 

something special together, and I am 

very proud of our collective efforts.  

From the first day dedication ceremony, 

to the first pep rally, to the first Fall 

Festival Dance, to the formal build-

ing dedication, to the first All American 

swimmer, to the first concert, to the first 

drama production — what an amazing 

journey and experience for all involved!  

We have worked exceptionally hard to 

make the rhetoric of our LIFE statement 

come alive in our daily interactions with 

each other. You should be particularly 

proud of the students and the initial 

spirit, pride, and support for each other, 

the building, and their involvement in the 

many opportunities afforded to them.  

We are extremely fortunate to have a 

building with 1225 students, and I be-

lieve the students have recognized the 

opportunity for involvement, leadership, 

recognition, and communication with 

faculty and staff. I trust and hope that 

will continue throughout the school year.

 Our school improvement efforts 

target four areas: Student Support and 

Message from the Principal —
From Where I Sit   

Achievement, Cul-

ture and Climate 

(PBIS), Academic 

Literacy, and Pro-

fessional Learning 

Communities.  We 

have EXPLORE 

scores from the 

middle schools, 

PLAN scores for the 9th and 10th grade 

levels, and Reading scores for identified 

students to help us track overall achieve-

ment and provide support for students 

in need. We have developed a Learning 

Center that is available for all students 

throughout the day. Teachers are assigned 

to the Center to assist students, particu-

larly in the Core academic areas. Students 

are encouraged to work in the Center 

during their ACCESS period. Designated 

students are mandated to attend the 

Center until their grades improve.  Please 

promote this opportunity to your child as a 

way to improve academic performance.

 Communication is inherently important 

in all we do. This newsletter, written quar-

terly, will highlight key points of interest 

about building happenings.  I also often 

contact parents via our Connect Ed phone 
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iNSPiRe passion for learning

system and the MVHS list serve.  An-

nouncements are posted on our web site 

on a weekly basis with information about 

clubs, activities, and other opportunities 

for students and the community.  “Athletics 

2000” is also accessible on the MVHS web 

site if you need specific information about 

athletic teams and schedules.  Some large 

groups, such as the Music program, have 

their own web site.  I encourage you to 

contact any staff member through his/her 

school e-mail whenever necessary.  You 

can also check grades through our on 

line grading program to keep you up to 

date about your child’s progress.  If you 

have suggestions about improving our 

overall communications, please contact 

Tania Moneim, our Communication liai-

son, at Tania_Moneim@ipsd.org.  

As always, go Mustangs,

James A. Schmid, Principal
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 August 22, 2009 marked the first day that 

Metea Valley High School would appear 

publically as the newest athletic program in 

District 204 and DuPage County.  Over 1000 

fans showed up that day to watch the fresh-

man and sophomore Mustangs participate in 

what was promoted as a scrimmage.  Since 

that date the Mustangs have taken the field or 

court in over 450 fall athletic contests, while 

the “Mustang Nation” grew to a whopping 

2600 fans at a single sophomore event.  The 

fall athletes and coaches not only showed 

remarkable flexibility as they moved through 

the inaugural season, but their level of per-

formance will “set the bar” extremely high for 

all future Mustang athletes.  Certainly this is 

true of Megan Sellers who became not only 

the first Mustang to qualify for the IHSA State 

Championships in any sport, but the first 

Mustang IHSA State Finalist, as well as the 

first member of the Mustang Wall of Fame.

 The Metea Valley Athletic Booster Club has 

been nothing short of phenomenal under the 

leadership of Booster Club President Mike 

House.  The tireless work of the organization 

has already provided Mustang athletes and 

coaches with significant additional opportuni-

ties which will enhance our students’ athletic 

experience.  The Booster Club has sponsored 

the initiation of “ImPACT Testing”, a computer 

based testing program specifically designed for 

the management of sports-related concussion.  

Currently, all our winter athletes are being 

tested to establish a baseline for this program.  

The Booster Club has also sponsored interest-

ed members of the coaching staff to participate 

in professional development activities which will 

allow the coaches to stay on the cutting edge 

of advances in their sport.

 Phase 2 facilities are close to completion and 

are nothing short of fantastic.  The Auxiliary 

Gym and the Aquatic Center are slated to open 

February 1, 2010, and all indications are that 

this timeline will be met.  The Varsity Softball 

and Baseball fields are undergoing final touch-

es and will be playable on the first day of spring 

practice.  These fields will be second to none, 

with a batting cage, press box, and dugouts.

 Check out the Athletic Department web site 

at: www.athletics2000.com/mvhs for all the 

latest schedules and daily updates of Mustang 

athletic activities.  We encourage everyone to 

stop by, check out the facilities and better yet, 

watch the Mustangs in action.  

Athletics Update
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 Several programs will take place after 

winter break geared towards preparing 

9th and 10th grade Mustangs for the 

2010-2011 school year. The Guidance 

Department will present PLAN Interpre-

tation Night on Wednesday, January 6. 

The focus of the evening is using PLAN 

test results to look at students’ academic 

progress over time, preparation for the 

ACT, and exploration of educational and 

career options for after high school. Score 

report distribution will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

in the Commons, followed by a general 

session at 7:00 (in the Main Gym). After 

the general session, there will be breakout 

sessions on the following topics: overview 

of the course selection process (which 

begins in mid-January), a demonstration 

of Career Cruising (an online career guid-

ance program), and using estimated ACT 

scores in the college search process. Local 

ACT test preparation resources will also be 

available.

 On January 14th, 8th, 9th, and 10th grade 

students and their parents are invited to at-

tend Honors and Advanced Placement Night 

at 7:00 p.m. The goal of the presentation is 

to highlight the variety of course offerings at 

the Honors and Advanced Placement level 

and address questions you may have.

 Counselors will be visiting classrooms in 

January to distribute PLAN scores to stu-

dents unable to attend on January 6th.  

During these visits, counselors will also 

provide students with materials, timelines, 

and other information relating to the course 

selection process for 2010-2011. Students 

will be selecting classes with their counsel-

ors during the last two weeks of January 

and first week of February.  

Guidance Department’s Presents  
PLAN Interpretation Night — January 6

I am very happy  to report that the con-

struction timeline is right on schedule.  A 

huge thank you to the Turner Construc-

tion Company and Todd DePaul for their 

vigilance in oversight of these efforts.  As 

you know, the building opened with 9th 

and 10th grade students.  Another class of 

roughly 625 9th grade students will occur 

next fall.  The Junior and Senior wings 

will be completed by February 1, 2010 to 

accommodate next year’s Junior class.  I 

have received many questions about the 

remainder of the building.  I am very proud 

to announce that the swimming pool, the 

auditorium, the forum rooms, the auxiliary 

gymnasium, the incomplete academic 

areas and the music wing will also be 

Construction Timeline 
on Schedule

finished by 2/1/2010.  In summary, the 

building will be complete and ready to meet 

the needs of students, staff, and community 

at that time.  I believe you will be extremely 

pleased with the aesthetics and functional-

ity of these areas and the way they comple-

ment the entire building.  Students and visi-

tors have responded with great pride and 

enthusiasm as they viewed and listened 

to our logic about student and staff access 

to each other, their respective classrooms, 

and the overall building design.  Thank  you 

for your on-going patience and support!

The focus of the eve-

ning is using PLAN 

test results to look at 

students’ academic 

progress over time, 

preparation for the 

ACT, and exploration 

of educational and 

career options for 

after high school.



eXPeCT equity & excellence for all 4

 In November 2008, elections were held 

and the Metea Valley PTSA was formed.  

Since then, numerous volunteers have 

given their time, talents and resources to 

support the PTSA. In January 2009, when 

the Metea Valley staff got together for the 

first time, Mustang parents provided des-

serts for the staff luncheon. The response 

was overwhelming and excitement was 

building for our school to become a reality.  

After many planning meetings over the 

summer, the PTSA kicked off the 2009-10 

school year by throwing a “staff shower”.  

 Throughout the year, the PTSA holds 

monthly meetings where upcoming events 

are discussed and information is shared.  

Also, each meeting features a presenta-

tion by staff members from a department at 

MVHS. There is also time for Q & A.  

An important component of the PTSA is the 

“S”, or student, portion. The Metea Valley 

PTSA provides student members with the 

opportunity to make a difference by devel-

oping leadership skills and contributing to 

their school. 

 For more information about upcoming 

meetings or future events (including Market 

Day, Family Night, Random Acts of Kind-

ness Week, and much more), visit the PTSA 

section under the Parent Organizations tab 

on the Metea Valley Home page at ipsd.

org, or send an email to PTAAngie@yahoo.

com and ask to be added to the PTSA email 

distribution list.

PTSA Update

JANUARY

6 6:30-8:30pm PLAN scores/test presentation Gym/LMC

7-9 8:00-4:00pm Theater Festival @ ISU ISU

7 5:00-8:00pm Guys Only Sing Night TBD

14 7:00-8:00pm Parent Night AP Honors Night TBD

21 7:00-9:30pm 8th Grade Orientation Gym

25 7:00-8:30pm Co-Curricular Concert TBD

27 8:00-9:15pm Athletic Booster Meeting Commons

28-30 7:00-9:00pm Winter Play LMC

28 7:30-9:30pm PTSA General Meeting H106

FeBRUARY

2 1:00-8:00pm Parent Teacher Conferences

3 2:45-5:30pm Group Interpretation Auditions Auditorium

6 8:00-3:00pm Multicultural Job Fair Commons

10 5:00-8:00pm Herff Jones Sophomore Ring Night TBD

12 1:00-2:30pm Winter Pep Assembly Gym

13 7:00-10:00pm Winter Dance Commons

18 7:00-9:00pm African American History Event Auditorium

18 7:30-9:30pm PTSA General Meeting LMC

24 8:00-9:15pm Athletic Booster Meeting Commons

Calendar
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